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Calcasieu Parish Comprehensive Plan

SECTION 1: PLAN OVERVIEW

May 7, 2009

1.1 INTRODUCTION

This document is a comprehensive plan for the futureCafcasieu Parish
that was adopted by th&lanning and ZoninBoardon and by the
Police Jurpn . Fhe-updatd/ision : Calcasieestablishes the vision

for the future of Calcasieu Paristhrough the year 2030 and provides
guidance for public and private decisiomakers to achieve the vision. The
view of the future expressed in the comprehensive plan represents local
community values, ideals and aspirations about the best management and
use of the community's resources.

This plan uses text, maps and diagrams to address the many physical,
economic and social challenges facing Badice Jurylt is intended to be a
dynamic tool to manage change in ways that maintain or enhance the
quality of life throughout the parish. While many of the policies and
strategies in this document are focused on unincorporated areas, the
vision and goals addrefise entire parish.
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(Citizen Comment)

1.2 WHY PLAN?

Successful communities dw't just happen; theyare continually shaped
by consistent public and private actions with specific outcomes in mixd
community must actively manage its growth and respandchanging
circumstances if it is to meet the needs of its residents and retain the

quality of life that attracted those residents to the community in the first
place.

Smart planning requires local officials to examine existing conditions and
trends, prgect the impacts of those conditions and trends, identify the
resulting challenges and develop a clear strategy to meet those challerjges.
In short, planning uses forethought to anticipate future needs tmdpen
discussion about the best ways to use tedi local resources to address
those needs. To accomplish this, the planning process requires the

1| Page



VISION:
CALCASIEU

identification of local issues and understanding of the implications of
different ways to address those issues, a shared vision of desired outcomes
and consesus for actions to achieve those outcomes.

Effective planning will produce a dynangeaide for public and private
growth decisionghat enablesresidents of the parish tenjoy prosperous,
healthy and fulfilling lives, live in safe and vital neighborhoods, and be

O2y FARSYyG GKIFG G2RIFre&Qa FOlAzya
generations.
1.3 WHAT IS IN THE COMBEHENSIVE PLAN?

Calcasieu PariShimp@ehensiveplan provides a framework for decisions
affecting the growth of theparish The plan identifies the short and long
term challenges. It establishesésion and goals of the plan which
describe a desired future for thparish and its communities¢ K S
guiding principlesyuide—interpretations—by-—statirgiate the intent of the

LI I Yy Q& Thegolicie®aNdstdategiesin the plandescribe the actions
that the parishwill take to achieve the desired futureThe benchmarks
provide a means of monitoring<tS LJ- NA a KQa LINRINBaa
plan.

The plan also documents existing conditions and trends, describes the
planning process, and outlines the growth alternatives considered when
developing this plan. While most of the land use and infrastmect

policies in this plan address unincorporated portions of the parish, this is a
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comprehensive plan that establishes a panglle vision and goals. This

broader vision required extensive communications with community
representatives throughout the press and will require ogoing joint

efforts to achieve shared goals, such as better coordinated planning and
development decisions, efficient extension afunicipal services
environmental protection, provision of attainable and sustainable housing

choices economic vitality,and fulfilling educational, recreational and

2F fATS F2NJ Fdz

1.4 HOWSHOULDOHIS PLAN BE USED?

The comprehensive plan is a guide to action. It does not implement itself.

By ensuring that individual actions are consistent with the policies of the

plan, the Police Jurycan effectively achievéis-i KS 02 Y \goal§ A (i & Q&
included in this planFor examle, the plan's policies and mapsi-should

2y AaLISOATA €hortREWSE 2 LIYSy
work programwill be used to establish budget priorities for a wide variety

of actions, such as improved service delivery coordinatianpus funding

initiatives, capital improvement investments modifications to
davgfloprheYitlchd&s Yafid/othémiylavesii K S

The planshould guidefuture refinements of capitafacility plans for the
LJ- NR& & K Q &nd Ravdpartdtiordsgstemsits policiesalso should guide
coordinated efforts to address existinggnd proposed water and
wastewater systemdeficienciegmprovements The plan should be a
dynamic document, subject t@annual review andperiodic amendment
when conditions within th@arishchange sigificantly. Periodic updates of
the plan will be needed to ensure that it continues to meet the needs of
public sector decision makers as well as privhtesinessowners and
residents.

1.5 HOW WAS THIS PLANEPRRED?

Existing Conditions, Trends and Project®n Throughout the planning
process, Parish-parish staff and consultants have worked together to
develop an understanding of existing conditions and trends while
evaluating future needs and opportunities. This assessment is summarized
























































































































